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Aggression and violence causes untold damage to individuals, families and society and is associated
with huge health and criminal justice costs. While some overt physical aggression is normative in
early childhood, persistent aggression across childhood and adolescence is associated with the
diagnosis of Conduct Disorder and a range of current and long-term problems. When significant
aggression and antisocial behavior persists into adulthood and is associated with a broader pattern
of problems, the diagnosis of Antisocial Personality Disorder is made.
This study will focus on the relationships between several known risk factors for overt aggression
and antisocial psychopathology, specifically low effortful control (a temperamental risk factor) and
callous and unemotional traits (a hypothesized primary factor within youth psychopathy) and
certain family based factors, specifically aversive or critical parenting and their interactions, and the
impact of these risk factors on the latent trajectories of overt aggression across adolescence. It is
hypothesized that combinations of these temperamental and family based risk factors will predict
much of the variation in overt aggression across adolescence. Further, it is hypothesized that the
variation in overt aggression across adolescence will predict the emergence or maintenance of
symptoms of Conduct Disorder and Antisocial Personality Disorder traits in early adulthood.
Developing a better understanding of the etiological process involved in the development or
maintenance of antisocial psychopathology across adolescence is essential for developing effective
prevention and early intervention approaches and thus reducing the toll on society.
These seminars are free of charge. Visitors are welcome to attend.

