Melbourne School of
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Why study Psychology at Melbourne?
The Melbourne School of Psychological Sciences is rated 14th
in the world by QS Global Rankings (2014/2015). The School
attracts some of the best students nationally and internationally
to its broad range of Australian Psychology Accreditation Council
(APAC) accredited undergraduate, graduate, professional, and
research programmes.
The School’s teaching is underpinned by excellence in research
across a range of fields, including:
Cognitive

and behavioural neuroscience
Perception, development of speech, psychology of language,
decision making, laterality, attention, motor control,
psychophysiology and behavioural electroencephalography.

Quantitative

psychology
Mathematical modelling of behaviour and social processes,
development of tests and research methodology.

The School is home to a vibrant community of over 70 academic,
teaching, research and professional staff, 100 honorary staff
and 150 PhD students. In 2015, there were over 2000 students
enrolled in undergraduate subjects offered by Psychological
Sciences, primarily through the Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor
of Science, but also in breadth subjects in the Bachelor of
Commerce, Bachelor of Biomedicine, Bachelor of Environments,
and Bachelor of Music. There were over 300 students enrolled
in the Graduate Diploma of Psychology and 75 students enrolled
in fourth year programs. There were 130 students enrolled in
professional postgraduate programs Clinical Psychology,
Clinical Neuropsychology, and the Combined Masters of
Psychology/PhD programme.
Many opportunities are open to you when you study psychology.
The knowledge and training you receive will give you a strong
foundation across a number of professions and areas of study.

Social

psychology
Attitudes and social cognition, social networks, self, group
processes moral psychology and social identity

Developmental

psychology
Cognitive, biological, emotional and social development across
the lifespan.

Clinical

science
Clinical Psychology and Clinical Neuropsychology.

Research links extend across 25 departments, centres and
institutes with the Faculty of Medicine, Dentistry and Health
Sciences, including The Melbourne Brain Centre, The Murdoch
Childrens Research Institute, ORYGEN Youth Research Centre,
Austin Health, the Royal Melbourne Hospital, the Royal Children’s
Hospital, the Royal Women’s Hospital, and St Vincent’s Hospital.
Research links are also embedded in a broad range of other
disciplines across the University including the Faculties of
Victorian College of the Arts and Melbourne Conservatorium of
Music, Science, Business and Economics, Engineering, Law, and
the Melbourne Business School.

The School teaches the application of psychological principles
to real world problems helping you understand the mind and
behaviour. You will learn about ethical principles and empirical
methods, different research areas, and recent advances in the
study of psychological sciences.
Studying psychology means you can understand the intricacies of
human behaviour, what is happening in our brains, and why and
how we act the way we do.
Whether you aspire to work clinically or to undertake research
to unlock the mysteries of the mind, studying psychology at the
University of Melbourne will open a world of possibilities.

PSYCHOLOGY PATHWAY AT UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE TO BECOME REGISTERED PSYCHOLOGIST
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UNDERGRADUATE
PSYCHOLOGY SEQUENCE

FOURTH YEAR
PSYCHOLOGY PROGRAM

Bachelor Degree

Honours

Graduate Diploma

Graduate Diploma (Advanced)

PROFESSIONAL MASTERS
Master of Psychology (Clinical)
Master of Psychology
(Clinical Neuropsychology)

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES IN PSYCHOLOGY
There are career opportunities for psychology graduates in a variety of contexts. These can include health-care settings such as
hospitals and community agencies, private practice, rehabilitation centres and patients’ homes. Graduates can also find employment
in settings such as schools, long-term care facilities, sports venues, aged care centres, occupational health practices, dental clinics,
fitness centres, educational institutions, human resources, counselling and behavioural research. Some of the career opportunities for
psychology graduates require registration as a practising psychologist.

Clinical Psychologists

Community Psychologists

specialise in the prevention,
diagnosis, or treatment of serious
individual and family problems. They
help people to use their existing
psychological resources as possible.

develop and evaluate programs that
address community issues, such
as drug rehabilitation, community
development, vandalism and
women’s refuges.

Speciaise in psychological factors
that influence physical health.
They work in areas such as health
promotion, pain management,
and teaching coping skills to the
chronically ill.

Organisational Psychologists

Academic Psychologists
are experts who undertake teaching
and research. We have a large
number of academic psychologists
working in the Melbourne School of
Psychological Sciences.

Health Psychologists

Career opportunities

work in personnel management,
management consulting,
advertising, and marketing. They
apply psychological principles
to understanding organisational
systems.

Clinical Neuropsychologists

Counselling Psychologists

Educational Psychologists

are involved in the diagnosis and
rehabilitation of adults and children
affected by brain dysfunction.

Assist adults, children, and families
to explore and resolve problems in
everyday living.

help teachers, parents, and students
to maximise learning outcomes
within their school community.
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Undergraduate
Psychology is intellectually fascinating and has direct application
to everyday life. It can be studied in a number of different ways as
part of six degrees offered at the University of Melbourne.

psychology. Third year contains a capstone unit consolidating
your knowledge of psychology and electives that expose you to
the intricacies of the field.

You can choose to study psychology in one of three ways:

The psychology sequence is designed to build constantly on your
knowledge through research-led teaching and by emphasising
the impact of research in practice.

An

accredited 125 point major sequence

An

unaccredited 75 point minor sequence

As

individual subjects of study

By offering multiple options of study, you have the flexibility to
tailor your study according to your academic interests.
For example an Arts student may choose to combine psychology
and criminology to provide a strong background in social and
behavioural science and research methodology. Science students
can opt to study behavioural neuroscience that combines study in
the biomedical course with psychology to examine the relationship
between the brain and behaviour. Psychology is such a broad area
that its study encourages the ability to integrate data from disparate
fields into a coherent picture.
Over the course of the undergraduate sequence, you will develop
a deep understanding of psychology that will set you up for future
research or clinical postgraduate studies. You will learn research
skills from your first year that will build in later years to give you
the best foundation and depth of expertise needed to interpret
and understand behaviour.
In second year you will study the core units of psychology
covering biological, cognitive, developmental and social

ACCREDITED PSYCHOLOGY STUDY

SELECTION ADVICE
Further information and application advice for undergraduate
degrees in which you can undertake a psychology major can be
located at:

Bachelor of Arts
ba.unimelb.edu.au

Bachelor of Science
bsc.unimelb.edu.au

APPLICATION
Fee information
For course fee information, please visit
http://futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/admissions/fees

Apply now
http://futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/admissions/applications

NON-ACCREDITED PSYCHOLOGY STUDY

Bachelor of Arts (major)

Bachelor of Arts (minor)

APAC accredited 125 credit point major sequence

75 credit points minor sequence

Bachelor of Science (major)

Bachelor of Biomedicine

APAC accredited 125 credit point major sequence

Six psychology subjects at level 2 with level 3 subjects available
as breadth

Bachelor of Commerce
Available as breadth

Bachelor of Environments
Available as breadth

Bachelor of Music
Available as breadth

Bachelor of Science
Available as breadth

An APAC accredited sequence in psychology consists of 125 points of study comprising:
Two

Level 1 psychology subjects (25 points); and

Four

compulsory Level 2 psychology subjects (50 points); and

Two

compulsory Level 3 subjects, and two elective Level 3 year subjects (50 points)
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How to study a psychology major through
the Bachelor of Arts
Psychology is available as both a major and minor sequence of
study within the Bachelor of Arts. The Bachelor of Arts major in
psychology requires a 125 point accredited sequence for students
wishing to undertake professional training in psychology.
This means that 25 points of level two or three subjects must
be completed within the breadth component of the Bachelor of
Arts degree.

COURSE PLANNING
Bachelor of Arts: Major Psychology sequence
The Arts Psychology major consists of a 125 point accredited
sequence comprising:
100

points of Psychology subjects; and

25

points of Level 2 or 3 psychology subjects to be taken as
breadth component

Level 1 Core Subjects

Bachelor of Arts: Minor Psychology sequence
A minor in psychology consists of 75 points of study comprising:
Two

Level 1 psychology subjects (25 points); and

Two

Level 2 psychology subjects (25 points); and

Two

elective Level 3 psychology subjects (25 points)

PSYC10003

Mind, Brain and Behaviour 1

Level 1: 2 compulsory level 1
Psychology Subjects

PSYC10004

Mind, Brain and Behaviour 2

PSYC10003

Mind Brain and Behaviour 1

PSYC10004

Mind Brain and Behaviour 2

Level 2 Core Subjects

Level 2: Two of the following level 2
Psychology Subjects

PSYC20006

Biological Psychology

PSYC20007

Cognitive Psychology

PSYC20008

Developmental Psychology

PSYC20009

Personality and Social Psychology

Level 3 Core Subjects
PSYC30013

Research Methods for Human Inquiry

PSYC30021

Psychological Science: Theory and Practice
(capstone)

PSYC20006

Biological Psychology

PSYC20007

Cognitive Psychology

PSYC20008

Developmental Psychology

PSYC20009

Personality and Social Psychology

Level 3 Elective Subjects (choose 2)
PSYC30012

The Unconscious Mind

Level 3 Elective Subjects (choose 2)

PSYC30014

Psychopathology of Everyday Life

PSYC30012

The Unconscious Mind

PSYC30015

Applications in Psychology

PSYC30014

Psychopathology of Everyday Life

PSYC30016

Social and Emotional Development

PSYC30015

Applications in Psychology

PSYC30017

Perception, Memory and Cognition

PSYC30016

Social and Emotional Development

PSYC30018

Neuroscience and the Mind

PSYC30017

Perception, Memory and Cognition

PSYC30019

Development of the Thinking Child

PSYC30018

Neuroscience and the Mind

PSYC30020

The Integrated Brain

PSYC30019

Development of the Thinking Child

PSYC30022

Trends in Personality and Social Psychology

PSYC30020

The Integrated Brain

PSYC30022

Trends in Personality and Social Psychology

Sample course plan
Bachelor of Arts with a Major in Psychology (125-point major including Breadth) and Italian (Always check course planning with
your enrolling Faculty).
Semester 1

PSYC10003 Mind Brain and
Behaviour 1

Identity

Italian 1

Critical Thinking with Data

Semester 2

PSYC10004 Mind Brain and
Behaviour 2

Aboriginalities

Italian 2

Politics of the Body 1

Semester 1

PSYC20006 Biological
Psychology

Italian 3

Italian 4

PSYC20009 Personality &
Social Psychology

Semester 2

PSYC20007 Cognitive
Psychology

PSYC20008 Developmental
Psychology

Italian Cultural Studies A

Dangerous Earth

Semester 1

PSYC30013 Research
Methods for Human Inquiry

Italian 5

Italian Cultural Studies B

Level 3 Psychology
Elective #1

Semester 2

PSYC30021 Psychological
Science Theory and Practice

Level 3 Psychology
Elective #2

Italian 6

Macroeconomics

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

6 Psychology major

Italian major

Arts foundation

Breadth

How to study a psychology major through
the Bachelor of Science
A three-year accredited psychology major requires the completion of a minimum of 125 credit points worth of undergraduate
psychology subjects, including eight compulsory subjects and at least two Level 3 elective subjects. To qualify as a valid Bachelor of
Science major sequence students must at minimum complete 2 units at Level 1, 2 units at Level 2, and 4 units at Level 3. Students can
take as many psychology subjects as they wish in order to complete these requirements.

COURSE PLANNING
Bachelor of Science: Psychology Major
The Science Psychology major consists of a 125 point accredited sequence comprising:
125

points of Psychology subjects

Level 1 Core Subjects
PSYC10003

Mind, Brain and Behaviour 1

PSYC10004

Mind, Brain and Behaviour 2

Level 2 Core Subjects
PSYC20006

Biological Psychology

PSYC20007

Cognitive Psychology

PSYC20008

Developmental Psychology

PSYC20009

Personality and Social Psychology

Level 3 Core Subjects
PSYC30013

Research Methods for Human Inquiry

PSYC30021

Psychological Science: Theory and Practice
(capstone)

Level 3 Elective Subjects (choose 2)
PSYC30012

The Unconscious Mind

PSYC30014

Psychopathology of Everyday Life

PSYC30015

Applications in Psychology

PSYC30016

Social and Emotional Development

PSYC30017

Perception, Memory and Cognition

PSYC30018

Neuroscience and the Mind

PSYC30019

Development of the Thinking Child

PSYC30020

The Integrated Brain

PSYC30022

Trends in Personality and Social Psychology

Sample course plan
Bachelor of Science with a Major in Psychology (125-point major including breadth) and a breadth track in Criminology.
Semester 1

PSYC10003 Mind Brain and
Behaviour 1

Chemistry 1

Biology of Cells and
Organisms

Understanding Society

Semester 2

PSYC10004 Mind Brain and
Behaviour 2

Chemistry 2

Genetics and the Evolution
of Life

Law in Society

Semester 1

PSYC20006 Biological
Psychology

PSYC20008 Developmental
Psychology (Breadth)

Reactions and Synthesis

From Graffiti to Terrorism

Semester 2

PSYC20007 Cognitive
Psychology

PSYC20009 Personality &
Social Psychology

Structure and Properties

Comparative Criminology

Semester 1

PSYC30013 Research
Methods for Human Inquiry

Level 3 Psychology Elective
#1 (Breadth)

Reactivity and Mechanism

Organisational Behaviour

Semester 2

PSYC30021 Psychological
Science Theory and Practice

Level 3 Psychology Elective
#2

Specialised Topics in
Chemistry A

Human Resource
Management

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Psychology major

Major pre-requisites

Science subjects

Breadth
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Graduate Diploma in Psychology
The Graduate Diploma in Psychology is designed for graduates of other disciplines who may be interested in changing career direction, as
a pathway towards eventual qualification as a registered psychologist, or for those who wish to study psychology out of a general interest
in the discipline.
The Graduate Diploma meets the requirements of a level 8 award under the Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF). For the
purposes of professional accreditation as a psychologist this programme is equivalent to a three year accredited sequence in
psychology as normally completed as part of a bachelor’s degree. Students who successfully complete the Graduate Diploma in
Psychology are eligible to apply for the Graduate Diploma in Psychology (Advanced).

COURSE PLANNING
The course consists of eight compulsory subjects and two elective subjects, worth 12.5 points each (125 points in total). These ten
subjects comprise the three-year undergraduate sequence accredited by the Australian Psychology Accreditation Council (APAC),
which is required as a first step for professional registration.
The University of Melbourne offers the option of undertaking the Graduate Diploma in Psychology as either 1 year full-time or up to 3
years part-time. Full-time Graduate Diploma in Psychology students complete the Level 1 subjects during the Summer Semester and
then go on to complete the remainder of the course full-time in one calendar year.

SAMPLE COURSE OUTLINE FOR FULL-TIME & PART TIME STUDENTS
Full-time course outline
Summer Semester (each 12.5 points)

Compulsory Subjects

PSYC80001

Mind, Brain and Behaviour 1

Year One (100 Level)

PSYC80002

Mind, Brain and Behaviour

PSYC10003

Mind, Brain And Behaviour 1

1

PSYC10004

Mind, Brain And Behaviour 2

2

Semester One (each 12.5 points)
PSYC40014

Advanced Research Methods in Psychology

PSYC20006

Biological Psychology

PSY2C0008

Developmental Psychology

Elective

1 x 300 level elective

Semester Two (each 12.5 points)
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Part-time course outline

PSYC20007

Cognitive Psychology

PSYC20009

Personality and Social Psychology

PSYC40013

Advanced Psychological Theory & Practice

Elective

1 x 300 level elective (see below)

Year Two (200 Level)

Semester

Semester

PSYC20006

Biological Psychology

1

PSYC20008

Developmental Psychology

1

PSYC20007

Cognitive Psychology

2

PSYC20009

Personality And Social Psychology

2

Year Three (300 Level)
PSYC40014
PSYC40013

Semester

Advanced Research
Methods In Psychology

1

Advanced Psychological
Theory & Practice

2

Level 3 Electives X2 (12.5 points)

Level 3 Electives X2 (12.5 Points)

PSYC30012

The Unconscious Mind

PSYC30012

The Unconscious Mind

PSYC30014

The Psychopathology of Everyday Life

PSYC30014

The Psychopathology Of Everyday Life

PSYC30015

Applications in Psychology

PSYC30015

Applications In Psychology

PSYC30016

Social and Emotional Development

PSYC30016

Social And Emotional Development

PSYC30017

Perception, Memory & Cognition

PSYC30017

Perception, Memory & Cognition

PSYC30018

Neuroscience and the Mind

PSYC30018

Neuroscience And The Mind

PSYC30019

Development of the Thinking Child

PSYC30019

Development Of The Thinking Child

PSYC30020

The Integrated Brain

PSYC30020

The Integrated Brain

PSYC30022

Trends in Personality and Social Psychology

PSYC30022

Trends In Personality And Social Psychology

SELECTION ADVICE

APPLICATION

To be eligible for selection, applicants must have completed
a Bachelor degree in any field of study except those with
a psychology major or significant psychology component.
Applicants who have completed an APAC accredited major in
psychology within the last 10 years are ineligible for the program.
Selection will be based on an applicants academic merit and
academic performance during their final year of study.

Fee information

International Applications

Summer intake – 31 October 2015 **

IELTS 6.5 or equivalent required. Further information can be
found at
http://futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/admissions/entryrequirements/language-requirements

Please note there are no Commonwealth Supported Places for
this course. For course fee information, please visit
http://futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/admissions/fees

Key Dates
Semester 1 – 24 December 2015
Semester 2 – 30 May 2015
** International students must apply for Summer intake and complete the
1 year full-time program.

Apply now
http://futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/admissions/applications
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The Fourth Year in Psychology
The objective of our fourth year program is to help students
acquire the knowledge, skills, and scholarship necessary for
achieving excellence in psychology. The fourth year program will
provide students with advanced analytical skills. Students will
acquire general skills for:
Critically

analysing the existing knowledge about a research
topic prior to conducting one’s own research (e.g. conceptual
analysis of relevant content area/literature/intervention
program etc., critical appraisal of one’s own and others’
research, generation of productive research questions);

Constructing

a research plan (eg. research design, methods of
observation) to address one’s research question;

Executing

one’s research plan adequately to obtain data;

the data to address the research question
appropriately; and

COURSE PLANNING
The course structure for the Honours program and the Graduate
Diploma in Psychology (Advanced) are the same. They both
require the completion of three compulsory subjects (which
includes the research project), and two elective subjects.

Level 4 Core Subjects
PSYC40010

Research Project (Semester 1)

PSYC40010

Research Project (Semester 2)

PSYC40005

Advanced Design and Data Analysis (Semester 1)

PSYC40006

Theories and Ethics in Psychology (Semester 1)

Analysing

Level 4 Elective Subjects (Choose 2)

Discussing

PSYC40001

Current Topics in Developmental Psychology

PSYC40002

Current Topics in Social Psychology

PSYC40004

Current Topics in Cognitive Neuroscience

PSYC40012

Models of Psychological Processes

the implications of the results coherently within
the context of existing published literature from the chosen
topic area.

The fourth year program in psychology is offered through either
the Honours program or the Graduate Diploma in Psychology
(Advanced), both of which are accredited by APAC. Staff
supervising and teaching the fourth year program have nationally
and internationally recognised research programs, and will bring to
program breadth and depth of knowledge and experience.
Although both programs are identical in content and assessment,
they have different grading structures (an Honours student
requires a minimum of 65% to successfully complete the
degree, whilst a Graduate Diploma (Advanced) student requires
a minimum of 50%). The academic results obtained through
both courses are considered equivalent for those intending to
undertake further study.
Gradutes with a three-year undergraduate psychology APAC
accredited sequence may be eligible for the:
Bachelor

of Arts (Honours): requires completion of a Bachelor
of Arts degree;

Bachelor

of Science (Honours): requires a Bachelor of Science
degree (or an equivalent qualification recognised by the
Faculty of Science);

Graduate

Diploma in Psychology (Advanced): requires a 3 year
APAC accredited sequence (or equivalent) in Psychology. This
pathway is intended for students who do not qualify for entry
into the BA (Hons) or BSc (Hons).
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Deferral of study
Deferral of study in either of the fourth year courses is not
permitted. However, applicants may choose to take a year or
two away from study after completing their undergraduate
degree before applying for the Honours or Graduate Diploma
in Psychology (Advanced) courses. Applicants must be aware
that entry at the future date is not guaranteed, even if entry
would have been achieved at the time of completion of an
undergraduate degree.

Part-time study
This course is normally undertaken on a full-time basis, and
is completed within a year. There is an option for part-time
enrolment over two years. In this case, students must complete
the entire coursework component in the first year and the
research project in the second year. Be advised that transfer from
full-time enrolment to part-time enrolment will not be permitted
after the commencement of the first semester of study.

SELECTION ADVICE
Selection advice for entry into the psychology
Honours programme
The minimum requirement to be eligible for selection to the
Psychology honours programme is completion of all the
requirements for the Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Science,
with an Australian Psychology Accreditation Council (APAC)
accredited major in Psychology with a weighted average of at
least 70% in the second and third-year Psychology subjects, or
equivalent. In computing the weighted average, the average of
the third year Psychology subjects is assigned twice the weight
of the average of the second year Psychology subjects.

Selection advice for entry into the Graduate
Diploma in Psychology (Advanced)
The minimum requirement to be eligible for selection to the
Graduate Diploma in Psychology (Advanced) is completion
of an undergraduate degree and an Australian Psychology
Accreditation Council (APAC) accredited major in Psychology
with a weighted average of at least 70% in the second and
third-year subjects within the psychology major, or equivalent. In
computing the weighted average, the average of the third year
Psychology subjects is assigned twice the weight of the average
of the second year Psychology subjects.

General advice for 4th year selection (Graduate
Diploma (Advanced) and Honours)
Meeting the minimum requirements outlined above does not
guarantee selection; they reflect the minimum standard for
eligibility only. Entry is highly competitive and both the total
available places in our 4th year programmes and the cut-off mark
will vary each year depending on the availability of supervisors
and resources in suitable project areas. We recommend
that prospective students look at the research profiles of our
academics to gauge the full breadth of research areas within
which a project could be undertaken. Academics may also have
listed on their profiles areas they are interested in supervising.
The Selection Committee may seek further information to clarify
any aspect of an application in accordance with the Student
Application and Selection Procedure.

International Applications
IELTS 6.5 or equivalent required. Further information can be
found at
http://futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/admissions/entryrequirements/language-requirements

APPLICATION
Available places
In 2016, approximately 75 places are likely to be available within
the fourth year program subject to supervision availability. Places
for Australian students are Commonwealth Supported places.

Fee information
For course fee information, please see
http://futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/admissions/fees

Key Dates
Closing date – 31 October 2015. No late applications will be
accepted

Apply Now
http://futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/admissions/applications

After completing my undergraduate degree, I
enrolled in the honours in psychology. Supervised
by Nick Haslam, my project examined the
effects of objectification of men and women on
perceptions of their humanness, mind, warmth,
and competence.
The honours year was an amazing experience, both
academically and personally. The coursework is
challenging and after three years of undergraduate
study, it is thrilling to be driving your own project
in an area of your choosing. It’s also is fantastic
to be part of a small, collegiate group of students,
working closely with an inspiring group of
researchers.
Since completing my honours degree, I have
gained a graduate position with the Victorian
Public Service in the Department of Premier and
Cabinet (DPC). As a policy officer in DPC, my work
varies from writing briefs to advise the Premier or
Secretary on a range of issues, to research and
data analysis which informs legislation. In my six
months in the Public Service thus far, I’ve had
some amazing opportunities. I’ve visited prisons
within Victoria, provided input on policy, and even
been involved in drafting legislation.
The honours experience is a worthwhile end in
itself. The writing, research, and data analysis skills
and capabilities you develop provide an excellent
foundation for life beyond honours. Personally, my
psychology degree proved invaluable in helping
me attain graduate employment, and in giving
me the foundational skills required to begin my
professional career.
Bethany Khairy
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Professional Masters Program
MASTER OF PSYCHOLOGY (CLINICAL)
The clinical psychology program at the University of Melbourne
began in the early 1970s. The program enjoys an excellent
reputation and is one of the premier clinical psychology
programs in the country. The program aims to produce students
with a strong knowledge base in ‘organic’ and ‘functional’
psychopathologies, combined with a high level of skill and
acumen in the detection, assessment and diagnosis of various
psychological conditions. Therapeutic skills are taught primarily
within a broad cognitive-behavioural framework and developed
over time within didactic, individual- and group-based contexts.
In their second year, all students see patients during clinical
placement. In addition to this, all students undergo compulsory
field placements in mental health in their first year of the
program. Other placements in second and third year are tailored
to a student’s interests. One of the strengths of the program is its
access to a variety of placement opportunities within hospital and
community settings.
Students are taught by clinical teaching staff active in clinical
work and research. They will be exposed to research practices in
clinical psychology. Students will learn techniques to provide high
quality and effective treatment. The course will equip students to
become excellent clinicians and leaders in the professional clinical
community.

Objectives
This programme aims to provide graduates with the skills to work
as professional clinical psychologists and to provide a thorough
grounding in the discipline of clinical psychology, particularly in
the area of mental illness. The program provides sound training in
the nature, assessment and treatment of mental illness.

Year 1

MASTER OF PSYCHOLOGY (CLINICAL
NEUROPSYCHOLOGY)
The clinical neuropsychology program aims to provide students
with the skills to practice as professional neuropsychologists.
Since its inception in the 1970s, the clinical neuropsychology
program has emphasised ‘hands on’ clinical training in the
hospital setting. The breadth of this training experience has
steadily increased over the years, and students are placed
in a wide variety of settings that cover acute care neurology
and neurosurgery, psychiatry, geriatrics, rehabilitation, and
paediatrics. The placement experience enjoyed by our students is
one of the most extensive in the world.
Students are taught by neuropsychologists, who are full
members of the APS College of Clinical Neuropsychologists.
Each member is actively involved in the practice of clinical
neuropsychology in the major teaching hospitals associate
with the University of Melbourne.

Objectives
The core objective of the programme is to provide graduates
with the skills to work as professional neuropsychologists.
Graduates should obtain a detailed understanding of the
affective, behavioural, and cognitive manifestations of diseases
of the central nervous system, particularly those affecting the
brain, in adults and children. Graduates are expected to acquire
competence in various approaches to the study of brain disease,
including basic and applied clinical sciences, and are expected to
acquire an understanding of objective assessment of the many
behavioural features of brain diseases.

Year 1

PSYC90003

Research Proposal

PSYC90003

Research Proposal

PSYC90012

Clinical Placement 1

PSYC90039

Clinical Neuropsychology Placement I

PSYC90006

Basic Interventions

PSYC90032

Adult Neuropsychological Disorders

PSYC90009

Psychosocial Perspectives on Disorders

PSYC90006

Basic Interventions

PSYC90023

Child Psychopathology

PSYC90029

Graduate Research Methods

PSYC90029

Graduate Research Methods

PSYC90030

Principles of Psychological Assessment

PSYC90030

Principles of Psychological Assessment

PSYC90084

Neuroanatomy for Neuropsychologists

PSYC90031

Introduction to Psychopathology

PSYC90007

Cognitive Behaviour Therapy

PSYC90007

Cognitive Behaviour Therapy

PSYC90031

Introduction to Psychopathology

PSYC90011

Advanced Psychological Assessment

PSYC90083

Cognitive Neuroscience and Disorders

PSYC90015

Advanced Psychopathology

PSYC90082

Clinical Skills in Neuropsychology

PSYC90008

Ethics and Professional Issues

PSYC90008

Ethics and Professional Issues

Year 2

Year 2

PSYC90005

Thesis

PSYC90005

Thesis

PSYC90077

Clinical Placement 2

PSYC90079

Clinical Neuropsychological Placement 2A

PSYC90078

Clinical Placement 3

PSYC90080

Clinical Neuropsychological Placement 2B

PSYC90027

Psychology of Health Problems

PSYC90010

Mental Health Issues Across the Lifespan

PSYC90010

Mental Health Issues Across the Lifespan

PSYC90033

Neuropsychological Rehabilitation

PSYC90016

Biological Psychology and Pharmacotherapy

PSYC90042

Child Neuropsychological Disorders

PSYC90017

Advanced Psychological Practice
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SELECTION ADVICE
Admission into the Professional Masters Programmes is via
competitive selection. To be eligible, applicants must have in
the last 10 years successfully completed the equivalent of a four
year APAC accredited psychology sequence comprised of three
years undergraduate study with a subsequent 4th year. Students
must also be eligible for registration with the Psychology Board of
Australia as a conditional/provisional psychologist. An exception
may be made for currently registered psychologists who can
demonstrate compliance with current Registration Board
continuing professional development requirements and who are
seeking to gain a professional postgraduate qualification.
In order to be considered for entry, applicants must:
Have

completed an APAC accredited four-year undergraduate
sequence in psychology*

Be

eligible for registration as a provisional psychologist with
the Psychology Board of Australia;

Satisfy

English language requirements;

Provide

a personal statement of no more than 500 words;

Nominate

three references using the online form; and

Complete

a selection interview (short-listed applicants only)

Applicants are first ranked according to a weighted average of
their academic performance in third- and fourth-year Psychology
subjects (third-year accounts for a third of the weighted score).
Results from universities other than the University of Melbourne
are adjusted to align them with the University of Melbourne
grading scale where H1 (First Class Honours) = 80%.
*

A three-year major in psychology as part of an undergraduate degree plus a
fourth year Honours specialisation in psychology, with a weighted average
mark of at least H2A (75%) or equivalent in the last 10 years

The minimum eligibility requirement to apply is a weighted grade
average equivalent to a Melbourne H2A (ie 75%). Applicants with a
grade average of less than 75% will not be considered.
Highly ranked applicants are shortlisted for an interview, which is
designed to assess applicants’ suitability for clinical training. At the
interview, factors such as work or voluntary experience, additional
relevant study, publications, etc. may be taken into consideration.

International Applications
An Academic IELTS score of 7.0 across all bands is required
before an unconditional offer can be made. It is recommended
that applicants with international qualifications have these
assessed for Australian equivalency by the Australian
Psychological Society (APS) or National Office of Overseas Skills
Recognition. Note that this process may take up to 3 months with
a typical cost of around $700 Australian Dollars.

APPLICATION
Deferral of study
Deferral of study for Masters programs are not permitted.
Applicants must be aware that entry at the future date is not
guaranteed, even if entry would have been achieved at the time
of completion of an undergraduate degree.

Key Dates
Closing date – 31 October 2015. No late applications
will be accepted

Apply now
http://futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/admissions/applications
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Research Higher Degrees
Graduates in psychology can complete a postgraduate research
degree by undertaking either a Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) or a
Master of Philosophy. Students will acquire the capacity to carry
out independent research, and will demonstrate the ability to
make an original contribution to knowledge in the discipline of
psychology. A PhD project is a large complex body of research
across three years. A Master of Philosophy consists of a two-year
research project, which could be used to transition to a PhD.
There are a number of well-equipped laboratories within
Psychological Sciences in which research is carried out by our
staff and students, often in collaboration with researchers from
other University departments and affiliated institutions. Many
of these laboratories have been successful in obtaining grants
from the Australian Research Council (ARC), the National Health
and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) and other external
granting bodies. These laboratories are very eager to accept new
postgraduate students to participate in their research programs.

WHAT ARE WE LOOKING FOR IN A CANDIDATE?
Prior studies which are comparable with a University of
Melbourne degree:
4

year undergraduate degree (honours equivalency essential).
If you do not have a major in psychology you may be
considered provided your academic background is relevant
to your proposed area of research, e.g. neuroscience,
mathematics, biology, computer science. Similarly, we will
also consider a masters qualification following a three-year

bachelors degree
Undergraduate

degree must include a substantial research
project (evidence of which should be provided with
application)

If

your research will involve working with the public, a police
check and working with children check may be required prior
to enrolment

Minimum Academic Eligibility
Entry into research higher degrees are very competitive. The
minimum academic eligibility requirement for entry is a H1
equivalent (or first class honours), however this does not
guarantee entry. Please visit our website for more information.
http://psych.unimelb.edu.au/study/

International students
For relevant countries, an English language test will be
required. An Academic IELTS score of 7.0 across all bands
is required before an unconditional offer can be made. It is
recommended that applicants with international qualifications
have these assessed for Australian equivalency by the Australian
Psychological Society (APS) or National Office of Overseas Skills
Recognition. Note that this process may take up to 3 months with
a typical cost of around $700 Australian Dollars.

Master of Philosophy (MPhil)
The Master of Philosophy (MPhil) provides students with the
opportunity to carry out independent and sustained research under
appropriate supervision; to develop advanced research skills and
techniques; and to present their findings in scholarly form. The
thesis should make an independent contribution to scholarship.

COURSE PLANNING
Students conduct independent research under the supervision
of a member of academic staff and submit a thesis which is
externally examined. A research proposal must be successfully
defended before a departmental committee prior to the
commencement of the thesis research. The project will normally
comprise an empirical study, or set of studies. The thesis should
not be more than 30,000 words.

Course Duration
This degree normally takes 18 months of full-time study or
equivalent part-time. Two extensions of three months each may
be granted.

APPLICATION
Fee information
At present, MPhil candidates who are Australian citizens,
Australian permanent residents or New Zealand citizens are
eligible for a RTS (Research Training Scheme) place. For further
course fee information including the 2016 International Fees,
please visit
http://futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/admissions/fees

Scholarships
All Master of Philosophy applicants will be considered for a
research scholarship when they apply for entry to the PhD
program. No separate scholarship application is necessary. Those
wishing to be considered for a research scholarship must submit
a PhD application by the following deadlines:
Local applicants: (Australian citizens, Permanent Residents &
New Zealand citizens): 31 October 2015
International applicants: 31 August 2015
For further scholarship information please visit
http://services.unimelb.edu.au/scholarships/research

Apply now
http://futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/admissions/
applications/research
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Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)
Candidates undertake a substantial piece of original research and
complete a thesis that:
Demonstrates

authority in the candidate’s field and shows
evidence of a command of knowledge in relevant fields;

Shows

that the candidate has a thorough grasp of the
appropriate methodological techniques and an awareness of
their limitations;

Makes

a distinct contribution to knowledge that rests on
originality of approach and/or interpretation of the findings
and, in some cases, the development of new knowledge;

Demonstrates

an ability to communicate research
findings effectively in the professional arena and in an
international context; and

Is

a careful, rigorous and sustained piece of work
demonstrating that a research ‘apprenticeship’ is complete
and that the holder may be admitted to the community of
scholars in the discipline.

COURSE PLANNING
Students conduct independent research under the supervision
of a member of academic staff and submit a thesis that is
externally examined.
Initial admission to PhD candidature is on a probationary basis for
a period of 12 months full-time (or 24 months part-time). Prior to
the end of the probationary period, students apply to have their
candidature confirmed. To do this, students must successfully
defend their thesis proposal before a thesis advisory committee
and have the proposal accepted by the University’s PhD
committee. In addition, students are expected to make annual
presentations to the thesis advisory committee, to allow their
progress to be assessed.
The PhD thesis is a maximum of 100,000 words in length and is
submitted at the end of the supervised period of research.

Course Duration
This degree is normally a maximum of three years full- time or six
years part-time candidature.

APPLICATION
Fee Information
At present, PhD candidates who are Australian citizens, Australian
permanent residents or New Zealand citizens are eligible for a
RTS (Research Training Scheme) place. For further course fee
information including the 2016 International Fees, please visit
http://futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/admissions/fees

Scholarships
All Research Higher Degree applicants will be considered for
a research scholarship when they apply for entry to the PhD
program. No separate scholarship application is necessary. Those
wishing to be considered for a research scholarship must submit
a PhD application by the following deadlines:

I am currently enrolled in the combined Master of
Psychology (Clinical Neuropsychology) and PhD
program at the Melbourne School of Psychological
Sciences. Previously, I worked in the field of national
health statistics, which both revived my interest
in research and inspired a career change towards
clinical practice. I am in the early stages of my
PhD, under the supervision of Dr Luke Smillie. My
research will use economic choice paradigms to
explore the role of personality in decision making,
with a focus on interpersonal traits and individual
differences in reward sensitivity.
Throughout my studies, I have benefitted from the
variety and challenge of combining my academic
experiences with clinical training. My clinical
placements have offered valuable opportunities
to work in a range of diagnostic and rehabilitative
settings. I have also enjoyed being part of a vibrant
and supportive student community, particularly
through the professional development and social
activities of the Neuropsychology Students’
Society and the Graduate Researchers in
Psychological Sciences.

http://services.unimelb.edu.au/scholarships/research

In the future, I hope to balance my research
interests with neuropsychological practice, further
investigating the neural systems underlying
individual differences in decision making and
working with clinical populations in which these
abilities may be impaired.

Apply now

Kun Zhao

Local applicants: (Australian citizens, Permanent Residents &
New Zealand citizens): 31 October 2015
International applicants: 31 August 2015
For further scholarship information please visit

http://futurestudents.unimelb.edu.au/admissions/
applications/research
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CONTACT US
The Melbourne School of Psychological Sciences
Level 12, Redmond Barry Building
The University of Melbourne
Victoria 3010 Australia

+61 3 8344 6377
enquiry-psych@unimelb.edu.au
www.psych.unimelb.edu.au

Melbourne School of Psychological Sciences
Intellectual property
Copyright in this publication is owned by the University and no part of it may be
reproduced without the permission of the University.
For further information, refer to: unimelb.edu.au/Statutes
Statement on Privacy Policy
When dealing with personal or health information about individuals, the University
of Melbourne is obliged to comply with the Information Privacy Act 2000 and the
Health Records Act 2001.
For further information, refer to: unimelb.edu.au/unisec/privacy

Disclaimer
The University of Melbourne has used its best endeavours to ensure that the material
contained in this publication was correct at the time of printing. The University
gives no warranty and accepts no responsibility for the accuracy or completeness of
information and the University reserves the right to make changes without notice at
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